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BUILDING A MODEL OF | ...
THE FOOD WEB Location Studied:

IN A LOCAL ECOSYSTEM

PURPOSE \

To create a model of the food
web in a local ecosystem and
show how living things are
connected through feeding
relationships.

BACKGROUND

A food web shows the many feeding relationships between plants and animals

in an ecosystem. Energy flows from producers (plants) to consumers (animals)
and decomposers (organisms that break down dead matter). If one part of the

web is removed, it can affect many other parts.
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PROCEDURE

1. Choose a Local Ecosystem
Pick a place to study (e.g.. pond, forest, field, stream, or backyard).
2. Observe and Research
Make a list of living things in that ecosystem. Use observation,
field guides, or reliable websites to learn what eats what.
3. Create Organism Cards
Write the name of each organism on an index card or sticky note.
Add a small drawing if you like. Color-code if hepful:
« Green = Producers
¢ Blue = Consumers
« Brown = Decomposers
4. Build the Food Web
Arrange the cards on your paper. Use string or yam with arrows to
show who eats whom. Arrows should point from the food (energy
source) to the eater.
5. Label and Check
Review your food web. Make sure it shows many connections.
6. Present Your Model.
Give your model a title and be ready to explain your food web.

REFLECTION

1. What producers are at the base of your food web?

2. Which organism has the most food sources (is eaten by many
others)?

3. If one organism disappeared, which others might be affected?
Explain.

4. What did you learn about how living things are connected in
your ecosystem?

[mm EXTENSION IDEAS

« Compare food webs in two different ecosystems.

‘ « Add decomposers (bacteria. fungi, earthworms) and show how they recycle nutrients.

O

| » Research how human activities (pollution, habitat loss, invasive species) can affect your food web.




