Date:

/@ HOMESCHOOL SCIENCE [EYIm

Observing Firefly
Light Patterns in
the Evening 4

Question: What light patterns do fireflies show in the evening? |

Why it matters: Fireflies use their light to communicate. Observing their patterns helps
us learn about animal behavior and the natural world. |

MATERIALS

@ PROCEDURE

Observation notebook or 1. Go outside in the evening to a safe place where fireflies are
printed lab sheet visible (a yard, park, or field).
« Pencil 2. Sit quietly and allow your eyes to adjust to the dark for
« Watch or timer 5-10 minutes.
« Flashlight with red cellophane 3. For 20-30 minutes, observe the fireflies.
(optional) 4. Watch how they flash. Note the timing, number of flashes,
o I8whERaisr Blasiket brightness, and movement.
. Bug spray (optional) 8 Sketf:h what you see in your notebook. . .
« GAmeortmanphole 6. If using a camera, take photos or short videos (without
: using a bright flash).
(ontiehal) 7. Thank nature! Leave the area as you found it.
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ANALYSIS QUESTIONS @ THINK FURTHER

OV L) T

What light patterns did you observe?
Were the patterns the same or different between fireflies?
Did the patterns change over time? If so, how?
What do you think the fireflies are trying to communicate?
What other questions do you have about fireflies?

Research why fireflies produce light.

Compare the patterns of different firefly species.

How might weather or temperature affect firefly activity?

Design an experiment to test one of your questions.

NATURE REMINDER: Be respectful of wildlife and their habitat. Do not catch fireflies.
Observe gently and enjoy their natural light show!




